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VA New York Harbor Healthcare System helps VA reach its 1 millionth Veteran vaccinated

NEW YORK — Today, the VA New York Harbor Healthcare System reached a historic milestone by
administering its 20,000th COVID-19 vaccination on the same day that the Department of Veterans
Affairs’ (VA) Veterans Health Administration vaccinated its 1 millionth Veteran with their first dose of
vaccine.

The VA began COVID-19 immunizations in December 2020. As of February 17, VA has vaccinated
329,685 Veterans with a second dose.

Second doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine are given 21 days after the first dose, second doses of
the Moderna vaccine are given 28 days after the first dose; the second dose completes the course of
vaccination.

VA’s COVID-19 National Summary publishes vaccination data daily on Veterans, including
information on employee and federal partner vaccinations. For those reviewing the site, when an
individual receives both doses from VA, they have completed their vaccine course; therefore, “second
dose” and “completed” are synonymous.

VA follows current Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidance and the VA COVID-
19 Vaccination Distribution Plan. During the limited supply phase, VA facilities have made progress
through CDC Phase 1a and are offering vaccines to Veterans in Phase 1b, which includes Veterans
aged 75 and older. However, some sites are offering vaccine to additional Veterans at increased risk
for severe illness from COVID-19 as supply permits.

“VA guidance encourages local flexibility in order to maximize COVID-19 vaccine access and
efficiency and limit potential vaccine waste,” said Acting VA Under Secretary for Health Richard
Stone, M.D. “In this limited supply phase, our COVID-19 vaccination strategy is balancing site-


https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.accesstocare.va.gov%2FHealthcare%2FCOVID19NationalSummary&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9eb3165db87844139bd708d8cf6d239c%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637487414936739504%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=T%2FbPAy3rcJ5MH7qg0CMlKTnfBCgs%2FXVr%2F7mNZv0qyQ4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fhcp%2Facip-recs%2Fvacc-specific%2Fcovid-19.html&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9eb3165db87844139bd708d8cf6d239c%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637487414936739504%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=iwtdjZ%2FMO%2FSIVwsjEgeqb76dDt3joz71mhcWjckh04Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealth.va.gov%2Fdocs%2Fn-coronavirus%2FVHA-COVID-Vaccine-Plan-14Dec2020.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9eb3165db87844139bd708d8cf6d239c%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637487414936749457%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xMD4OFtP1erEwYgcSnsN3VGxWdpyuanYaIEW9VT1920%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealth.va.gov%2Fdocs%2Fn-coronavirus%2FVHA-COVID-Vaccine-Plan-14Dec2020.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7C9eb3165db87844139bd708d8cf6d239c%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C637487414936749457%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=xMD4OFtP1erEwYgcSnsN3VGxWdpyuanYaIEW9VT1920%3D&reserved=0

specific resources, facility needs, vaccine availability, and status of the pandemic locally, as well as
strict storage, handling and transportation parameters of available vaccines.”

VA New York Harbor Director Martina Parauda said, “We are encouraged by the sizable number of
Veterans we have been able to vaccinate so far, and will continue to support VA'’s goal of offering
vaccines to all eligible Veterans and employees who want to be vaccinated.”

Please call 1-877-877-9267 to schedule an appointment at one of our vaccination sites in Manhattan,
Brooklyn, Queens, and Staten Island.

Veterans who would like additional information can visit the VA COVID-19 vaccines webpage, visit
their local facility’s website https://www.nyharbor.va.gov/ or contact their care team.

Photo Cutline:

1. Edmund “Eddie” Rosenblum, WWII Veteran and Holocaust survivor scheduling his follow-up
vaccination appointment after receiving the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine.
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